
 
 

 St. Patrick was born towards the close of the 
fourth century, in a village called Bonaven 
Taberniæ, which seems to be the town of 

Kilpatrick, on the mouth of the river Clyde, in 
Scotland, between Dumbarton and Glasgow. He 
calls himself both a Briton and a Roman, or of a 
mixed extraction, and says his father was of a 

good family named Calphurnius, and a denizen of a 
neighbouring city of the Romans, who not long 
after abandoned Britain, in 409. In his sixteenth 

year he was carried into captivity by certain 
barbarians, who took him into Ireland. After 6 

months, he returned to Britain after he received 
word from God to leave Ireland. Some years later 

he was captured again, but escaped after 2 
months. He received Apostolic Blessing from Pope 

Celestine to convert the pagan Irish to the 
Religion of Christ. However, his elevation to the 
Sacred Episcopate  and Mission to Ireland was 

opposed by his own family and by other clerics, due 
to risks involved. He nevertheless was given grace 
to go ahead. After converting the Emerald Isle, he 

established his See at Armagh, consecrated 
bishops, founded Churches, secured God’s 

Blessing upon the Irish Church and departed this 
life having become the Father and Apostle of 

Ireland, where to this day, he is venerated with 
processions and parades. Ireland became a Garden 
of God where many Saints preached the Catholic 

Faith.  

 

O God, Who didst vouchsafe to send Blessed Patrick Thy Confessor 

and Bishop to preach Thy glory to the nations: grant, by his merits and 

intercession that whatever Thou Commandest us to do, we may by 

Thy Mercy be able to fulfil. hrough Our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Who 

Liveth and Reigneth with Thee, in the Unity of the Holy Ghost, God, 
world without end. Amen 

O most noble St. Patrick, Apostle of Ireland, great was thy mission. Thou 

alone didst convert the whole Irish Nation, lighting the hearts of the 

Irish as to the True Religion, and didst win to Christ the peoples of that 
Isle. Look mercifully upon thy children, O Illustrious Father, for they have 

gone awry. They have denied the Faith which thou didst proclaim to 

them. They have abandoned the Church which thou didst found, and 

of which thou art the rock. O Patrick, thou Primate of all Ireland, suffer 

not thy children to be vexed by the Lord’s Anger and Indignation. 
Secure for the Church in  Ireland the Divine Benediction and 

Clemency, that She may rise up from the ashes and be the tower of 

Irish patriotism. Convert thy people once more, that Christ may not 

destroy the children which thou didst father for the Church. O happy 

St. Patrick, pray very much for Ireland, and return her to the Catholic 
Faith. Amen


