
 
Marcellus of Rome was Pope from the reign of Constantius and Galerius to that of Maxentius. At his suggestion the 

Roman lady Lucina willed her property to God's Church. Because the number of the faithful in the city had increased, he 
set up new parishes and divided the City into various districts. This angered Maxentius and he threatened Marcellus with 
heavy punishments unless he would abandon his pontificate and sacrifice to idols. The Pope resisted steadfastly, and so 
Maxentius had him sent to the stable to take care of the beasts fed at the public expense. Marcellus spent nine months 

there, and since he could not be present in his parishes in person, he visited them by his letters. He was rescued from this 
place by some clerics and given hospitality by Lucina in whose house he dedicated a church where he preached to the 

faithful. Then Maxentius ordered the beasts moved from the stable to the church, so that Marcellus again had to take 
care of them. The foul atmosphere of the place and his hardships soon proved fatal to Marcellus. He died in the Lord, and 

was buried in the cemetery of Priscilla on the Salarian Way by blessed Lucina, on January 16. 

 

O Lord, we pray Thee, mercifully give ear 

unto the prayers of Thy people who rejoice 

at the memory of the victory through 

suffering of Thy blessed Martyr and Pontiff 

Marcellus, and for his sake succour us. 

hrough Our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 

Who Liveth and Reigneth with Thee, in the 

Unity of the Holy Ghost, God, world without 

end. Amen 

Hear the cries of thy children, O 

Marcellus, thou Vicar of Christ 

and Pontiff of Rome, that they 

may persevere in penance, 

fasting and charity in the pursuit 

of true Faith and everlasting life. 

O august Father, venerable 

Martyr, offer our lowly prayers to 

our King, that He may have 

mercy on us. Protect the Holy 

Church from Her enemies, who 

even now dost not relent from 

their evil way, and grant Her the 

aid of thy intercession. Help also 

thy Successor in his care of the 

Church, and cause him to love 

only God and to reject the ways 
of both man and Hell. Amen 


