
Wenceslas, Duke of Bohemia, was the son of 
Wratislas, who was a Christian, and 
Drahomira, a pagan, and was brought up in a 
devout way by his grandmother, Ludmilla, a 
most holy woman. He was famed for all kinds 
of virtue and took great care to keep his 
virginity intact throughout his life. The brutal 
murder of his grandmother, Ludmilla, left his 
mother secure in the administration of the 
kingdom. The irreligious life of Drahomira and 
her younger son, Boleslas, aroused the 
indignation of the nobles. Weary of this 
godless rule, they threw off the yoke of 
Drahomira and Boleslas and hailed Wenceslas 
as ruler in the city of Prague. He ruled the 
kingdom more by love than by power, and was 
careful and constant in relieving the needy 
and the afflicted. He honoured Priests with 
the highest veneration, and with his own 
hands sowed the wheat and pressed the wine 
to be used for the Sacrifice of the Mass. 
When he had been decorated by the Emperor 
with royal insígnia, his wicked brother, at the 
instigation of his mother, killed him while he 
was praying in a church. His blood may still be 
seen sprinkled upon the walls. 

 

O God, Who didst make Thy blessed servant Wenceslaus to 

pass by the palm of martyrdom from dominion on earth to 

glory in Heaven, keep us, at his prayers, from all hurt here, and 
grant unto us the joy of fellowship with him hereafter. hrough 

the Same Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son. Who Liveth and Reigneth 

with Thee, in the Unity of the Holy Ghost, God, world without 

end. Amen 

O holy Prince, thou wast hated by thy mother, but loved by 

God. Look compassionately upon thy people and intercede 

for the Church here on earth. Teach us, saintly Duke and 

Martyr of Christ, how to be detached from our earthly wealth 

and treasures, and to think upon the Heavenly Kingdom, 

where thou dost reign with the Divine King of the Universe. 
Amen


