
 
 

John was born at Kenty, (whence the surname 
Cantius), a town in the diocese of Cracow. 

His parents Stanislaus and Anna, were devout 
honourable people. From his very infancy John 

gave promise of the greatest virtue by the 
sweetness and innocence of his way. After his 
ordination to the priesthood he redoubled his 

efforts to the Christian perfection. He 
administered the parish of Olkusz for several 
years with notable success, and then returned 

to teaching. Part of the time left him from 
this occupation he gave to the salvation of his 
neighbour, especially through preaching, and 
the rest to prayer. He came four times to the 
Apostolic See travelling on foot and carrying 

his own baggage, both to honour the 
Apostolic See, and as he said, to save himself 

from the punishments of purgatory, by the 
indulgences offered there daily. He watchfully 

preserved a virginal purity, and before his 
death he had abstained from meat for about 

thirty-five years. On Christmas Eve he went to 
the heavenly reward. He was enrolled among 

the Saints by Pope Clement XIII, and is 
honoured as one of the primary Patrons of 

Poland and Lithuania. 

 

we beseech  Thee, O Almighty God, that by the example of 

St. John, Thy Confessor, we may make progress in the science of the 

Saints, and by showing mercy to others may obtain through his 

merits forgiveness from Thee.  Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 

Who Liveth and Reigneth with Thee, in the Unity of the Holy Ghost, 

God, world without end. Amen 

O holy St. John, look upon me, thy poor brethren, and obtain 

from the Lord forgiveness of all my sins, especially those which 

most offend His Majesty, and help me every day to conform 

my life to the Commandments of God, that living my Faith in 

peace, I may glorify the Father Everlasting. Help to attain the 

same glory which thou dost hold, that with thee I praise Him 

Who is the Salvation of all men. Amen


